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By CLAIRE MASSIMO

Twelve hours into his new
Job. ‘Department of Public
Works Director Thomas Daley
assumed leadership of the
Chestnut Street sidewalk
project, while residents com-
plained about safety concerns
and a lack of communication
from the town. Selectman de-
scribed the project as a work in

progress. )
- About eight neighborhood
residents  attended  the

selectmen’s meeting.

Daley is due buck w1 1
| selectmen’s'meeting Jui:
report on when he will be .,
| to give a full update
project to the bourd
meantime, Daley offere.,
range a meeting with Chesinu
Street residents to make surc il
their concerns were addressc
“[This project] has been co-
ing on a very long time und no
concrete answers have been
given,” said resident Tr.o

Copp.
continued on page 19



continued from page one

Copp said she had been
icaling wi

wirhy five s

ruchon of the sidewalks was
nearig the three-year mark.

Other residents complained
- that their situation has become
an embarrassing joke. with
other towns people constantly
asking them “what is up with
Chestnut Street?”

Al we want is for this to
he done professionally, timely,
Cand sequentially,” Copp said.

Scelectman Andre
Marteechint agreed that the
project had not been completed
ihe way it should have been
fone. and Town Manager
mOCCo l.illlj.:lb said that Chest-
nul Street was o test case that
wouldallow forhetter planning
For anvy future  sidewalk
Projects,

“Thisas the fiest time a side-
walk has been done in Duxbury,
- and we did itourselves. We did
the best we could with the rev-
cnue we had. We are dealing
with complications that are be-
yond our control,” Longo said,
referring to the transfer of util-
iy company wircs to the new
poles, which is the responsibil-
[ty of the individual utilitics.
[f" the town had chosen to

design the sidewalk project it-
- self, but then contracted out the
work. the cost would have been
much higher. approximately

S400.000 - S300.000, accord- |

e o Longo and Martecechini.

vihe project for |
wus, and that con- |

Some aspects of the project,
sich as asphalt and curbing,
were contracted out anyway,
md Longo said that the
S 00000 budget had been ex-
veeded, sinee paving work was
Lahen out ol the town paving
budget. and salaries for the
workers were paid out of the
DPW budget. Longo said he
will ask Dalcey for a full budget
analysis ol the project when it
I~ completed.

The main delay in the
project now, according (0 town

- olficials, is waiting for NSTAR,

Adelphia and Verizon, in that
order. o move their wires to
new poles. Onee all the wires

" are moved, the old poles, which

currently sit alongside the new

vnes. can be removed. The new |

poles. however. will remain in
therr current locations, some of
which are right in the middle
of the sidewqalk.,

“We all thought the layout
wotld be different,” Longo
~and.

While Chestnut Street resi-
dents were interested in the
timetable for the project, they
said their main concern was
salety. Residents report that the
stdewalks are impassable at
some pole locations, that mail-
boxes are placed in unsafc lo-
cations so that residents have to
20 nto the street to get their
mail, and that construction
signs were placed so that chil-
dren on bicveles were in dan-

ger ol riding right into them.

They also complained that
water was puddling in front of
the burial ground causing cro-
ston even before the street is
complete. and that workers
were throwing grass seed onto
dirt and clay.

“I’s throwing good money
after bad,” Copp said.

This is the first time a
sidewalk has been done in
Duxbury, and we did it
ourselves. We did the best
we could with the revenue
we had. We are dealing
with complications that are
beyond our control.

—-Town Manager
Rocco Longo

Chestnut Street became the
test casce for Duxbury’'s side-
walk program in 2000, when it
reccived the highest ranking for
sidewalk improvement by the
town’s ad hoc sidewalk com-
mittee.

The committee was ap-
pointed by selectmen to recom-

- mend a comprehensive plan

and policy for the construction
of sidewalks with dual goals of
increasing citizens' safety while
preserving the town’s character.
Town Meeting approved
$100,000 for the completion of
the Chestnut Street project, and
construction began in the spring
ol 2000. DPW Director Wally
Tonaszuck, who designed the
project, resigned in November
2001, and acting DPW Direc-
tor Peter Buttkus took over.

By December 12, 2001
neighbors were complaining
about delays and lack of com-
munication with the town.

Chestnut Street residents
had alistof specific complaints
at this week's meeting. includ-
ing the unsale mailboxces, poor
grading of driveway entrances,
lack of painted crosswalks and
lailure to put back fences that
had been removed at the start
ol the project.

Selectman and Daley said it
was not yel time in the project
for these things 1o be com-
pleted.

Improper sequencing of the
project is responsible for many
of the neighborhood concerns.,
according to Longo, who said
that if the town had waited 10
pave the sidewalks until the
poles were moved. residents
wouldn’t feel Tike the project
nearing completion with these
final details not heing ad-
dressed.

NSTAR representatives
have told selectman that the
company will have all its wires
moved within a couple of
weeks. Verizon has reported
that it is ready to go once
Adelphia is done, and that it’s
work will take a couple of
months.

Town otlicials mvolved in
the project are concerned about
Adelphia, since the company
filed for bankruptey two weeks |
ago, but Martecchini reported
he had talked o someone al
Adelphia who said the com-
pany was ready to move its
wires when NSTAR was done,
and that the process would take
one or two weeks.




